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RBOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF CALAVERAS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

{(Date)

ORDINANCE An Ordinance Adding Chapter 9.02 Noise
NE- Control to- the-Calaveras County-Code

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Calaveras hereby
ordains as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 9.02 Noise Control is hereby added to the
Calaveras County Code:

Chapter 9.02 Noise Control

Section 9.02.010 Legislative Purpcse and Intent.

The Board of Supervisors finds and declares that:

(A). Excessive noise is a serious hazard to the public health,
welfare and safety of the people of the unincorporated area of -
the County of Calaveras and is contrary to the public interest
by interfering with restful sleep, communication, relaxation and
the full use of one’s property; and

(B) . Inadequately controlled excessive noise is a persistent
danger to the health and welfare of the residents of the
unincorporated area of the County of Calaveras, and the level
and frequency of disturbing, excessive, offensive or unusually
loud noise within the jurisdicticnal limits of the County of
Calaveras threatens to increase unless reasonably controlled;
and

(Cy. The creation, making, causing, or continuation of such
excessive noise that is prolonged or unusual in time, place and
use will detrimentally affect the public health, comfort,
convenience, safety, welfare and quality of life of the
residents of the unincorporated area of the County of Calaveras;
and

(D). It is the intent of this chapter to prevent excessive noise



that may jeopardize the health, welfare, or safety of the
citizens of the unincorporated area of the County of Calaveras
or degrade the quality of their lives, and thereby to promote
and secure the protection of the public health, comfort,
convenience, safety, welfare, peace and quiet of the
unincorporated area of the County of Calaveras and it people
from excessive levels of noise.

Section 9.02.020 Definitions.

The following definitions apply to this Chapter:

A. “Ambient sound level” means the total sound pressure in the
area of interest including the noise source of interest.

B. “A-weighting” means the electronic filtering in sound level
meters that models human hearing frequency sensitivity.

C. “Background sound level” means the total sound pressure
level in the area of interest excluding the noise source of
interest.

D. “Construction” means any site preparation, assembly,
construction, erection, wepair, enlargement, alteration,
conversgion or sgimilar action, or demolition of any
building, structure or land.

E. “C”-weighting” means the standard C-weighted freguency
response of a sound level meter, which de-emphasizes high
frequencies of sound in a manner similar to the human ear
for relatively loud sounds.

F., “dBA” means the A-weighted unit of sound pressure level,

G. “dBC” means the C-weighted unit of sound pressure level.

H. “Decibel” or “dB” means the unit of measurement for sound
pressure level at a specified location.

I. “Emergency work” means any work or action necessary to
deliver essential services, including, but not limited teo,
repalring water, gas, electric, telephone, sewer
facilities, or public transportation facilities, removing
fallen trees on public rights-of-way, or abating life-
threatening conditions.

J. “Ldn” means the day/night average sound level during a
twenty-four (24) hour day.

K. “Lmax” means the maximum noise level recorded during a
single event.

L. “"Measuring instrument” means an instrument such as a sound
level meter, integrating sound level meter or dosimeter
used to measure sound pressure levels conforming to Type 1



standards as specific in the latest version of American
National Standard Institute S1.4-1983.

. "Woise” means any sound of such level and duration as to be
or tend to be injurious to human health or welfare, or
which would unreasonably interfere with the enjoyment of
life or property throughout the unincorporated area of the
county or in any portions thereof, but excludes all aspects
-0 the employer—employee.-relationship-concerning health and

safety hazards within the confiines of a place of

employment.

. "Noise disturbance” means any sound that:

. Endangers the safety or health of any person:

. Disturbs a reasonable person of normal sensitivities;

. Endangers personal or real property; or

. Violates the quantitative standards set forth in this
chapter. .

. “"Noise control officer” or “NCO” means the noise control

officer of the County of Calaveras as designated from time

to time by the Calaveras County Board of Supervisors, or a

duly authorized designee. The Board of Supervisors

designates the Calaveras County Sheriff as the noise

control officer of the County of Calaveras.

. “"Person” means any individual, corporation, company,

association, society, firm, partnership, or Jjoint stock

company, but shall not include the County of Calaveras.

. "Pleasure motor boal” means any boat which is powered by an

in-board, out-board or in-board/out-board motor and is used

for recreational purposes, including boats that are or may

be used commercially to support recreational use. This

includes, but is not limited to, commercial fishing and

sightseeing. A vessel competing in a regatta, boat race, or

trial runs pursuant to The terms of a duly authorized

government permit shall not be considered a “pleasure motor

boat” for purposes of this article.

. “Public right-of-way” means any street, avenue, boulevard,

road, highway, sidewalk, or alley that is leased to or

owned by a government entity, licensed to a government

entity, or subject to an easement granted to a government

entity either expressly or by implication.

. "Public space” means any real property or structures

thereon that is owned, leased, or controlled by a

government entity.

. "Pure tone” means any sound that can be judged as a single

pitch or set of single pitches by the NCO.
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. “Real property line” means the imaginary line, including

its vertical extension, which separates one parcel of real
property from another.

. “Sound level” means the instantaneous sound pressure level

measured in decibels with a sound level meter set for A-
weighting on slow integration speed, unless otherwise
noted.

“Sound pressure. level” _ means_twenty (20) multiplied by the
logarithm, to the base 10, of the measured sound pressure
divided by the sound pressure assoclated with the threshold
of human hearing, in units of decibels.

. “Weekday” is any day, Monday through Friday, that is not a

legal holiday.

Section 9.02.030 Scund Level Limitations.

A. No person shall cause, suffer, allow, or permit the
operation cof any sound source on property or any public
space or public right-of-way in such a manner as to
create a sound on property or any public space or public
right-of~way in such a manner as to create a sound level
that exceeds the background sound level by at least 10
dBA during daytime hours (seven a.m. to ten p.m.) and by
at least 5 dBA during nighttime hours (ten p.m. to seven
a.m.) when measured at or within the real property line
of the receiving property, which shall constitute a noise
disturbance, provided, however, that if the background
sound level cannot be determined, the absolute sound
level limits set forth in Table 1, Maximum Permissible
Sound Levels, provided the if the sound source in
guestion is a pure tone, the limits of Table 1 shall be
reduced by 5 dBA.

Table 1
Maximum Permissible Sound Levels
If Residential If Other Than
Property Residential Property
65 dBA or 70 dBA or
75 dBA Lmax 80 dBA Lmax




Table 1
SOUND LEVEL STANDARDS (On-site)

e Daytime ——- — Nighttime
Sound Level Deseriptor (7 am to 10 pm) - (10 pm to 7 am)
Hourly Leg, dB 55 45
Maximum level, (Lmax) dB 70 65

Each of the sound level standards specified in Table 1 shall be
reduced by five dB for simple tone noises, consisting of speech
and music. However, in no case shall the sound level standard be
lower than the ambient sound level plus five dB.

B, 1f the intruding sound source is continuocus and cannot
reasonably be discontinued or stopped for a time period
whereby the ambient sound level can be measured, the
sound level measured while the source is in operation
shall be compared directly to the sound level standards
of Table 1.

Still under review:
Pleasure Motor Boat Noise.

I. The following measurements shall be conducted only by
an enforcement officer or by persons qualified by training to
perform these measurements, acting in the presence of an
enforcement officer. Operating manuals or other literature
provided by the sound level meter manufacturer should be
consulted for both recommended coperation of the instrument, and
precautions to be observed. A field calibration of the sound
level meter shall be performed immediately before and after each
- test sequence.

3. Pleasure motor boat engines manufactured before
January 1, 2002 shall not exceed a sound level of 90 dBA Leqg as
measured adjacent to the exhaust outlets by a sound level meter



utilizing a water-based measurement testing procedure consistent
with the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) International
Marine Technical Committee testing procedures SAE J2005 and SAE
J1970 or successor procedures which are recognized by the
American National Standards Institute. Pleasure motor boat
engines manufactured on or after January 1, 2002 shall not
exceed a level of 88 dBA Leqg as measured adjacent to the exhaust

outlets by a-sound level meter utilizing a testingprocedure-
consistent with the Society of Automotive Engincers (SAE)
International Marine Technical Committee testing procedures SAE
J2005 and SAE J1970 or successor procedures which are recognized
by the American National Standards Institute. Specific testing
procedures shall be as prescribed by duly adopted policies and
procedures of the environmental health department.

4, Sound limits and measurements.

a. Pleasure motor boat engines shall not exceed a sound
level of 75 dBA as measured by a sound level meter utilizing a
shoreline—based measurement testing procedure consistent with
the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) International Marine
Technical Committee testing procedures SAE J2005 and SAE J1970
or successor procedures which are recognized by the American
National Standards Institute Specific testing procedures shall
be as prescribed by duly adopted policies and procedures of the
county.

b. Measurement of a sound level that meets the criterion
set in subdivision A does not preclude the conducting of a test
of sound level to determine compliance with subsecticn (a) (3),
ol this section.

Section 9.02.040 Sound Measurement procedures.

A. Compliance with this article shall be determined using
methodology described in this section. Sound measurement, except
as otherwise provided in this article, shall be made with a
sound level meter using the A-weighting network at slow meter
response, except that fast meter response shall be used for
impulsive type sounds.

B. Calibration of the measurement equipment utilizing an
acoustical calibrator meeting American National Standards



Institute (ANSI} Type 1 standard shall be performed immediately
prior to recording any sound data. Calibration equipment shall
be certified annually.

C. Exterior sound levels shall be measured at the
property line or at any location within the property of the
affected sensitive receptor. Sound measurements shall be taken
in such a manner and location so that it can be determined

whether sound level standards are exceeded at the property line.
Where practical, the microphone of the sound level meter shall
be positioned three to five feet above the ground and away from
reflective surfaces. The actual location of the sound
measurements shall be at the discretion of the enforcement
officer.

Alternative:

A. As far as practicable, sound will be measured while the
source under investigation is operating at normal, routine
conditions. If not practicable, sound will be measured
under other conditions, including but not limited to
design, maximum, and fluctuating rates.

B. All sound tests shall be conducted in accordance with the
following procedure:

i. If practicable, all sources contributing to the
sound to the point of measurement shall be
identified.

ii. Measurements shall be taken at or within the real
property line of the affected person.

iii. The measuring instrument must be calibrated using
a calibrator recommended by the measuring
instrument manufacturer before and after each
gseries of readings.

iv. The measuring instrument must be recertified and
the calibrator must be recalibrated at least once
each year by the manufacturer or by a person that
has been approved by the manufacturer. A copy of
written documentation of such recertification and
recalibration shall be kept with the equipment to
which it refers.

v. No outdoor measurements shall be taken:

1. During periods when wind speeds (including
gusts) exceed fifteen (15} mph;
2. Without a windscreen, recommended by the



measuring instrument manufacturer, properly
attached to the measuring instrument;
3. Under any conditions that allows the
measuring instrument to become wet (e.g. rain,
snow, or condensation); or
4. When the ambient temperature is out of the
range of the tolerance of the measuring

,,,,, _ dnstrumente——

C. The report for ecach measurement session shall include:
a. The date, day of the week, and times at which
measurements are taken;
b. The times of calibration;
. The weather conditions;
. The identification of all monitoring equipment by
manufacturer, model number, and serial number;
e. The normal operating cycle of the sources in guestion
with a description of the sources;
f. The ambient sound level, in dBA, with the sources in
question operating;
g. The background sound level, in dBA, without the
gources in question operating; and
h. A sketch of the measurement site, inciuding
measurement locations and relevant distances,
containing sufficient information for another
investigator to repeat the measurements under similar
conditions.

D. Prior to taking sound measurements the investigator shall
explore the vicinity of the source in question to identify
any other sound sources that could aiffect measurements, to
establish the approximate location and character of the
principal socund source, and to select suitable locations
from which to measure the sound from the source in
question.

E. When measuring continuous sound, or sound that is sustained
for more than one second at a time, the measuring
instrument shall be set for A-weighting, slow response, and
the Rand (if the measuring is designed to read levels over
different ranges) shall be set to that range in which the
meter reads closest to the middle of the scale. The minimum
and maximum readings shall be recorded to indicate the
range of monitored values along with the central tendency
average most often displayed.

F. The measuring instrument shall be placed at a minimum
height of three feet above the ground or from any

Q.0



reflective surface. When handheld, the microphone shall be
held at arm’s length and pointed at the source at the angle
recommended by the measuring instrument’s manufacturer.

G. If extraneous sound sources, such as aircraft flyovers or
barking dogs, which are unrelated to the measurement,
increase the monitored sound levels, the measurements
should be postponed until the extraneous sounds have become

_  of-such a level as not to-increase-the-monitored-sound

levels of interest.

H. The monitoring session should last for a period of time
sufficient to ensure that the sound levels measured are
typical of the source in question.

I. The background scund levels shall be subtracted from the
measured sound levels cof the source of interest by using
Table 2 below, to determine the sound levels from the
gsource of interest alone. If the ambient sound level is
less than 3 dBA higher than the background sound level, the
gsource level cannot be derived and wviolation of this
chapter cannot be substantiated.

Table 2

Correction for Background Levels
Difference Between |Correction Facior to Be
Ambient and Subtracted from
Background Sound  |Ambient Level for
Levels Source Level
3 3
4.5 2
6-9 1
10 or more 0

Section 9.02.050 Specific Neise Regulations.




The following activities are specifically prohibited:

A. Operating, playing, or permitting the operation or playing
of any radio, television set, loudspeaker, stereo, drum,
musical instrument, or similar device which produces,
reproduces or amplifies sound in such a manner as to create
a noise disturbance for any person cother than the operator
of-the device; :

B. Using or operating any loudspeaker, public address systemn,
or similar device between 10:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. the
following day, such that sound there from creates a noise
disturbance across a residential real property line;

C. Any noilse, commotion or sound resulting from a party
between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. of the
following day which creates sound in violation of Section
9.02.030 of this chapter. For purposes of this section,
“party” means a gathering for social or entertainment
purposes at a private residence or cther location but does
not include sound generated by a valid commercial use such
as a bar or restaurant that is in compliance with all cther
applicable requirements of local, state and federal laws
and regulations

Section 9.02.060 Exemptions.

The following are exempt from this Chapter:

A. Sound from school athletic and school entertainment
events.

B. Sound from emergency signaling devices or for the purpose
of alerting persons to the existence of an emergency or
generated in the performance of emergency work or
invelving the execution of the duties of duly authorized
governmental personnel and others providing emergency
response to the general public, including but not limited
to sworn peace cfficers, emergency personnel, utility
personnel, and the operation of emergency regponse
vehicles and equipment;

C. Sound from an exterior burglar or septic alarm of any
building provided such burglar alarm shall terminate its
operation within five minutes of its activation.

D. Sound from church bells and chimes when a part of a
religious observance or service.

E. Sound from construction activity, provided that all
construction in or adjacent to residential areas shall be
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limited to the daytime hours between seven a.m. and six
p.m, unless otherwise subject to conditions in a walid
discretionary land use permit that addresses construction
noise associated with the project.

. Sound from gunfire occurring while hunting consistent
with all state laws on private property.

. Sound from situations within the jurisdiction of the

federal-Oceupational -Safety and Health Administration-

. Sound from situations within the jurisdiction of the
Federal Aviation Administration.

. Sound from any land use for which a valid discretionary
.land use permit, such as a conditional use permit or an
administrative use permit, has been issued by the county
prior to the effective date of this ordinance, or which
may be issued by the county after the effective date of
this ordinance and included the imposition of conditions
regulating sound impacts and which are separate and
independent of this chapter. .

. Sound from existing legal non-conforming uses or existing
permitted commercial, industrial or mining uses, which do
not significantly change in existing cn-site activities,
or result in a change in the number of days or daily
hours of operaticn;

. Sound generated from any county-sponsored or county-
approved events or celebrations.

. When the source being analyzed is a stereo system with
low frequency signals as part of its output, the stereo

" shall not cause a C-weighted level of 10 dB or greater
above the C-weighted ambient level at a distance of ten
(10) feet from the source, or the complainant’s real
property line, which is greater.

. Sound from any agricultural operations subject to Chapter
14.20 of this code.

. Sound from any activities subject to Chapter 6.10 of this
code.

Section 9.02.070 Violation—-Enforcement.

(A) The first violation of any provision of this chapter is an
infraction.

(B) Any subsequent violation of this chapter by any person
within twelve (12) months from a conviction for violating any
provision of this chapter or that forfeits bail in connection
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